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Our Beloved Icons
The irst icon we will be discussing in this series will be the Nativity of
the Theotokos. Before we do that, however, we need to dispel some
misconceptions that have arisen over the centuries in regard to the style of
the painting itself.
The most common complaint voiced by westerners is that our icons lack
any kind of true perspective. The houses are all crooked. Some igures are
way too small, while others that should fade into the background are
impossibly large. People seem to loat in mid-air, and the faces can
sometimes seem almost cartoon-like.
The most common explanation
given is that these works of art were
drawn before perspective was
discovered during the Renaissance
period (14th -17th Century AD.) It
took artists like Raphael and
Michelangelo, and DaVinci to paint
the irst realistic religious art. This
is absolute nonsense. The ancient
Greeks developed mathematical
formulas regarding perspective
as early as 500 years before
Christ. The philosophers
Anaxagoras and Democritus worked
out geometric theories of
perspective for use with
skenographia. (stage painting)
Alcibiades had paintings in his
house designed using skenographia,
so this art was not con ined merely
to the stage. Euclid's Optics
introduced a mathematical theory
Sponsorship of The Nativity of the Theotokos icon of perspective. The question then
at St. George Kearney, was oﬀered by the
arises: If all of this was known to the
Buchman, Denny, Klein, Morris, and Rempel
ancients, why aren’t icons painted
families, and the June Koeppe Memorial.
in a more realistic manner?
(continued on page 2)
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The obvious answer is that the artists didn’t think it was necessary, or even important. All Christians
were expected to know the stories depicted in the icons, so what purpose would be served by drawing a
faithful representation? It would be like having a picture of the place you work on your nightstand.
Everyday when you wake up you could look at it and say, “Yep, that’s where I work.” Well, what would be
the point of that?
Now, what if you could draw the picture in a way
that could explain what you do when you go to work,
or what your company stands for, or what importance
they hold within the framework of the community or
the nation at large? That would be a picture worth
analyzing. And that is just the exact purpose of an
icon. It is not a faithful representation of an event or
an individual. It is a window into the hearts of the
people depicted, and an aid to the viewer as he or she
struggles to understand the mystery. Icons were
drawn without mathematical perspective not because
they were ignorant of the process, but because the
process of perspective would not allow the deeper
truths to be depicted accurately.
The icon of the feast of The Nativity of the Theotokos is a more-or-less faithful imaging of the
protoevangelium of James, with the composition echoing the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Mary’s
birth prepares the way for that incredible event.
In the icon, Anna is reclining in a bed, in a similar way to how Mary herself reclines in icons of Christ’s
Nativity. Below Anna, the infant Mary is being bathed by midwives, just as the infant Christ is washed by
Salome in the icon of His own birth.
As for the diﬀerences, the main one is the surroundings. Whereas Christ’s birth is shown to be in a cave, in
the wilderness, the Mother of God’s birth is shown within the city walls, amid what appears to be a
beautifully decorated house, because Joachim was “a man rich exceedingly” (Protoevangelium). Instead of
a cave, Mary is inside Anna’s bed-chamber, which according to the protoevangelium was made into a
sanctuary until the time Mary entered the Temple. Whereas Mary and the Christ-child are attended by
angels in their relative solitude, around Anna is a hive of activity: the “unde iled daughters of the
Hebrews” whom Anna brought into the bed-chamber attend to her. Attendants carrying bread and
grapes symbolize the feast which Joachim prepared on Mary’s irst birthday, to which were invited the
scribes, priests and elders of Israel.
Looking at the icon, we should contemplate upon the absolute Mercy and Goodness of God that
allowed an aged, barren woman to give birth. We also should contemplate upon the amazingly deep Faith
of Anna, who would not give up although the odds were incredibly against her.
Today the Virgin Theotokos Mary
The bridal chamber of the Heavenly Bridegroom
By the will of God is born of a barren woman,
Being prepared as the chariot of God the Word.
She was fore-ordained for this, since she is the divine gate and the true
Mother of Life.
Many have stood before this icon and prayed for help to conceive
children, or to acquire the deep faith of Anna, who trusted in God
implicitly despite the scornful mockings of those around her.
May we be inspired to do the same!
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From the
Archives . . .

A

A

A

A New Beginning
(from the June 1999 issue)

by
Sidonya (Suleiman) Fulton

A New beginning
God gives to you.
There is so much
He longs to show you.
Spring is here
It’s wings are spread
Flying with the Spirit
Never stopping to rest.
The world is renewed
New life abounds
Birds, squirrels and
children
All make happy sounds.
A renewal within
Share it with love
Christ gave you renewal
The Trinity above.

A

A

A

Happy ,
Father s
Day!
June 21

Call with faith upon the Mother of God and the Saints and pray to them.

They hear our prayers and know even our inmost thoughts. And marvel
not at this. Heaven and all the saints live by the Holy Spirit and in all the
world there is naught hidden by the Holy Spirit.
Once upon a me I did not understand how it was that the holy
inhabitants of heaven could see our lives. But when the Mother of God
brought my sins home to me I realized that they see us in the Holy Spirit
and know our en re lives.
~ St Silouan the Athonite

A note from Fr. Christopher . . . band joined the congrega on to
Dear Members, Friends and
Benefactors of Saint George. In
mid-June, families from throughout
the Great Plains will gather in
Denver for our annual “diocesan
family reunion” (aka, the Parish Life
Conference). It is a wonderful me
every year to pray together, see old
friends, and a end interes ng and
informa ve workshops. This year’s
theme for the PLC is the Life of
Saint Raphael of
Brooklyn.
Saint Raphael is a
saint very “near and
dear” to our parish. He
was a Syrian
missionary priest who
came to the United
States in 1895. During
his me here, he
traveled far and wide,
founding 30 parishes. He was an
exemplary pastor, and eventually
became the ﬁrst Orthodox bishop to
be consecrated in the Western
hemisphere.
Saint Raphael visited Kearney
twice, ﬁrst in 1899, and later, in
1914. During his ﬁrst visit, he was
impressed by all the families who
waited to meet him at the train
sta on, even though his train was
delayed un l midnight. During his
second visit, he was again met at
the train sta on by a large crowd.
This me, the mayor and a local
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greet the holy bishop. The city of
Kearney was reportedly very
impressed by his warmth and
character.
Not only did Saint Raphael visit
our community twice. He also
founded our church. On Pascha of
1903, he blessed the local Orthodox
families to form a parish under the
heavenly patronage of the
Greatmartyr George. Less than a
year later, he ordained our ﬁrst
priest, Father Nicola
Yanney.
A er his reless labors
as a missionary, builder,
teacher, and spiritual
shepherd, Saint Raphael
fell ill from exhaus on. He
died in early 1915, only a
few months a er his last
visit to Kearney. Through
the years, the Orthodox
faithful never forgot his sanc ty.
Many prayers have been answered
and numerous miracles have been
performed by the saintly bishop. In
2000, the Orthodox Church
gloriﬁed Saint Raphael, recognizing
him as a heavenly intercessor
before the throne of God.
Saint Raphael, pray to God for
us, and do not forget your li le
ﬂock in central Nebraska!

Fr. Christopher

JUNE 2015

elder george
of drama

glori ied to Saint on Nov. 2, 2008

Never be jealous of
wealth. Always live modestly
and humbly, without
egotism. Egotism is a
terrible sin. When you hear
someone being accused, even
though it may be true, never
add more accusations, but
always say something
positive and be sorry for the
person.
Take care to always love
the poor, the elderly, the
orphans, the sick. Spend
time with poor people and
with those whom others
humble. Earn your living
with the honest sweat of
your brow. Don’t forget to
give alms. This is the path
you must tread.
Always think of what good
thing you will do. These are
the things that make up the
life of a Christian.

WE GET LETTERS . . .
Dear Editors,
I was so happy to receive a copy
of your “new” Chronicle the other
day! The color and format has
taken it to new heights, so
congratula ons to all of you who
are collabora ng on it!!
Your Iconography Project is
absolutely amazing, and we
enjoyed seeing the videos that
were made both by NTV and the
parish. It is thrilling to see this
happening in our life me and
especially out there in Nebraska!
It will bring to light the meaning
and signiﬁcance of Icons not only
to the Orthodox Chris ans there,
but to many others as well.
As a young person growing up
in Kearney and being a member
of St. James Catholic Church, we
were never taught that the La n
Church and the Eastern Church
were one and the same prior to
the Great Schism, let alone any
reason for the separa on. Not
only that, but I never knew that
St. George Church existed, which
later on was explained to me by
my mentor into Orthodoxy, that
“Orthodoxy” is one of the best
kept secrets of our society”!
Nowadays I think this is changing,
and although we as Orthodox do
not believe in prosely zing, just
by our presence and what we do
in our lives, such as this
wonderful project, we can help
others to understand what we are
about, and if they are seeking out
the truth, they will ﬁnd it in
Orthodoxy!
It has been several years since
I’ve been out to Kearney and I do
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miss seeing all of you, so please
relate my gree ngs to everyone at
St. George, and know that you are
always in my daily prayers!
Subdeacon Phillip and I are s ll
at All Saints of Russia in Pine
Bush, New York where we have
been serving for the past 10
years. May God bless you!
John Raymond

***

Our hear elt thanks to those
who spent many hours doing a
mystery make-over to the parish
house while we were away on
vaca on. It was a wonderful
surprise to come home to! Thank
you!!
Fr. Christopher and Kh. Anastasia

***

Enclosed is a dona on to St.
George Church in memory of my
aunt Maxine Greever. May her
memory be eternal!
Cindy Burns

***

Please accept our memorial gi
to the St. George Beau ﬁca on
Commi ee, in memory of my
father Nick, and my uncle Jim.
Memory Eternal!
Joanie and Mark Klein

***
St. George

WEBSITE

Visit us today!
www.saintgeorgekearney.com
JUNE 2015

FROM OUR READERS . . .
Thank you! What a nice ﬁrst issue of
the Chronicle. I loved the design and
content. I love that I can cut out small
inspiring quotes or thoughts and pin
them up somewhere. The pictures are
so nice, too. I also love the idea of the
online op on. It was fun to forward it
to Ron. Thanks so much!

Amanda Denny

***
Christ is risen!
Thank you so much for reviving the St.
George Chronicle. I truly
enjoyed reading about the goings on of
the church family! Don't change
a thing. I give it a 5 star ra ng!
Ka e Ramsey

***

What a nice surprise to see the
Chronicle again. It was very
interes ng - and so much coverage. I
really enjoyed it. Thanks to you and
your editors. You all did a very good
job. Thanks for pu ng it out again.
Good to know what is going on with
St. George and the congrega on.
May God con nue to bless your work.

We welcome your le ers and
comments. Please send
correspondence to:
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com
or mail to:
St George Chronicle Editor
1407 8th Ave
Kearney, NE 68845

Jenny Bergt

***
Thank you so much for star ng the
Chronicle again - I couldn't wait to sit
down and read all the wonderful
content and the pictures are so clear
and beau ful! What an amazing
contribu on to our church family - I
cannot thank you enough! So...I'm
sending you content for a future issue!

Donations

Gratefully Received
To the Chronicle Newsle er
from a Anonymous donor
In honor of Victoria Salem from
Mary Schroeder

Ashley Maloley

***

B rthdays
June 5
Eric Buchman

happy
anniversary

June 6
Steve Wolf

June 6
Tony & Bessie Shada

June 8
Mike Liakos

June 11
Gus & Christina Katrouzes

June 11
Megan Shada

June 12
Mike & Ronda Maloley

June 13
Peter Bakas

June 16
Joe & Linda Maloley

In Memory of
In memory of Faud and Jason
Maloley:
*From Josie Awtry
*From Wanda Maloley
In memory of Nick and James
Patsios from Joanie & Mark Klein
In memory of Maxine Greever:
*From Tony and Bessie Shada
*From Tim and Tracey Shada
*From Beverly Shada
*From Stan and Jeannie Hoﬀ
*From Cindy and Timothy Burns
May God Bless you all for your generosity!

***
June 14
John Salem

June 24
Mark & Joanie Klein

June 27
Mennen Suleiman

god grant you MANY YEARS

ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY NE

5

God Always
Rewards
Faithfulness
and Obedience
JUNE 2015

COMMITTEE UPDATES
ST. HELENA

adies
society
The Ladies Society is in need of
volunteers to organize and help
lead the ladies of our parish in
their monthly meetings.
Our annual Spring and Fall
Lebanese Breakfasts, as well as
the two holiday Bake sales are our
main fund-raisers. Baklava has
been offered in the past at
Christmas time. Do you have
ideas on other areas where the
Ladies Society can serve? We are
blessed to have participation from
many of the St. George family, but
a stronger leadership could
improve these events.
Please prayfully consider this
opportunity to share your gifts of
time and talents, to help build a
stronger voice for St. George and
to the ministry opportunities the
Ladies Society can offer.

St George

BOOKS ORE
School is out and summer has
arrived! Take this opportunity to
pick up a new book to read. We
are blessed with a great bookstore.
We have a wide variety of resources
to encourage you and your family,
in their spiritual journey.
Do you have a Saint you would
like to learn more about? We have
so many to choose from!
Be prepared for those times when
your kids say, “I’m bored” - share a
book with them!
Just in . . . NEW Children’s
Orthodox Bible. These Bibles are
illustrated with lots of wonderful
pictures to help enhance each story.
Available for $20.00 each.

committee

The Beautiﬁcation Committee
was formed to help manage funds
in the Memorials account. Many
times when a benefactor offers a
donation, in memory of a loved
one, they request that the money
be used in a manner that will
beautify our temple.
The members of this committee
work closely with Fr. Christopher
to help determine what needs are
present at St. George.
Many thanks to all donors that
have contributed funds to the
Memorials account.
Together we can make a
difference in making our place of
worship, Beautiful.

***
How Can I Serve
My Church?

***

P

Beautification

St. George

ARISH

COUNCIL

Women’s

The St. George Parish Council
meets the ﬁrst Monday of each
month, at 7:00 p.m.

Bible Study

Council members for 2015
Fr. Christopher
Tim Shada, chairman
Mark Klein, vice chairman
Mike Maloley, Treasurer
Sarah Fothergill, Secretary
Gerald Rehtus, council member
Mike LiaKos, council member
Rocky Steinbrink, council member

***
Please send any additions or corrections
to the editor at:
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com

Don’t forget, we offer a variety of
gift ideas for your gift giving needs.
If you’re unsure on what to give,
consider a Gift Certiﬁcate. We
have Icons, Incense, and Charcoal
for your prayer corner. See Levi for
any needs you may have.
Thank you - your purchases
support the ability to add more
resources to the St. George
Bookstore.
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The Women’s Bible Study
group will meet every Wednesday,
at 3:00 pm, during the summer
months. (No meeting on June 10th
due to the Parish Life Conference).
Child care is provided.
Thank you Amanda, Kim, and
Alexandra for sharing your homes
with all of us, for this fun and
educational hour.
Come Join Us! we would
welcome seeing you and your
smiles.

***
6

***
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COMMITTEE UPDATES
(Continued from page 5)

His Grace Bishop Basil writes:

2040

E

TH

group
The 20/40 group met in May for
a campﬁre hosted by Phil and
Ashley Maloley. The caravan
arrived to the beau ful country
property around 5:00 pm and then
we were transferred to a campﬁre
being tended by the one and only
Phil Maloley! A er roas ng hot
dogs and s'mores the outdoor
fes vi es were cut short due to
rain. Soaking wet campers were
quickly transferred to the indoors!
We were able to witness a
gorgeous double rainbow and
con nued our fellowship indoors.
20/40 members are encouraged to
check the Facebook page and email over the summer for any
gatherings or service opportuni es.
Check out our photos on page 9!

“The Feast of St. Timon, patron
saint of the Archdiocese of BosraHauran, is Tuesday, July 28th. On
the preceding Sunday, July 26th,
2015, the Diocese of Wichita and
Mid-America will observe "St.
Timon Sunday" when DOWAMA
parishes and missions pray for
and highlight the history,
ministries and needs of our Sister
Diocese of Bosra-Hauran
shepherded by His Eminence
Metropolitan Saba.”
A er Liturgy, Sunday, July 26th,
we will accept dona ons for St.
Timon Sunday; please make
check payable to St. George with
message line "Bosra-Hauran". If
you are unable to a end Liturgy
on July 26th, please plan now to
give an oﬀering in advance.
Thank you for your con nued
support to help St. George
Kearney par cipate in this
community oﬀering to our Sister
Diocese.

R
Children shouldn’t feel
pressured to be good: they
should feel a need to be good.
The parents’ life informs the
children’s soul, and then they
naturally follow their example.
As such, they grow
up with
devotion and
with health of
both lesh and
spirit —
without
emotional
traumas. If
parents, out of
fear of God,
encourage
their
children, God helps and the
children are helped. But if
they do this out of egoism, then
God does not help. Many times
children suﬀer because of their
parents’ pride.
~ St. Paisios

***
School’s out for Summer!
Members of St. George will be
a ending the June Parish Life
Conference, in Colorado. Several
students are excited to a end Camp
St. Raphael this summer - we even
have a few that will be a ending for
their ﬁrst me! Keep our youth in
your daily prayers.
Plans are underway for the Parish
retreat. Stay tuned for exci ng
updates. The Chronicle looks
forward to sharing stories and
photos in July and August!

“The Lord wants irst that you be illed with the blessing of peace,
and then communicate it to those who have need of it.”
~ St. Gregory of Nyssa

Stewardship: The Joy of
Giving Freely
Stewardship is a prac ce that can help
shape our world and oursleves in such a
way that we can experience God’s grace,
love and communion in the present, and
to protect and grow God’s gi s.

***
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NEEDED

VOLUNTEERS

Eat Less,
Talk Less,

Pray More,

and Give More

When:
Friday Sept. 11th, 1:00pm 6:00pm
Sat. Sept. 12th, 8:00am - 1:00pm
Where:
1407 8th Ave, Kearney

HELP US update our records by
turning in your completed family
Name/Contact forms. Thank you!

A Community Service Opportunity
Hello St. George Parishioners! Volunteers from our parish are helping
collect items at Crossroads’ WinBins throughout town. Two volunteers are
needed for each collec on, and collec ons take place twice a week.
Wednesdays and Saturdays are the days we have chosen to help Crossroads
but days can be ﬂexible, according to the needs of the volunteers. Please
see the sign-up sheet and helpful informa on, in the parish hall downstairs.
Any ques ons or concerns? please see John M.
Thanks to those who have already signed up and helped with collec ons.

Crossroads Center News - WIN BINS
“When You donate, Everybody Wins”
By MARY JANE SKALA Hub Staﬀ Writer

The public can now place dona ons of clothing, household goods
and more inside Crossroads Center’s WinBins, which will sit outside
seven businesses. Those sites are located at:
- Grand Central Apple Market at 7 W. 25th St.
- 14th Street Mall at 1325 Second Ave.
- Chris an Student Fellowship at 2310 14th Ave.
- Exchange Bank at 3110 Second Ave.
- Slumberland at 5816 Second Ave.
- Best Western Plus Mid-Nebraska Inn & Suites at 224 Second Ave.
- Hillcrest Professional Building at 3715 29th Ave.
ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY NE
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scrapbook
20-40 GROUP

Made With Love

campfire
HOT DOGS

Sunday School Class students of
St. George, were inspired with the
help of their teachers Kim Rehtus
and Ashley Maloley, to create
handmade Mother’s Day cards to
be presented to their moms a er
Sunday’s Liturgy. Beau ful!

PLEASE HELP US
update our records by turning in your
completed family Name/Contact forms.
Thank you!

Icon by the hand of Deacon Matthew Garrett

a time for
fellowship
and . . .

rainbow
and

S’MORES

oh my!
Holy Bread Sign-up sheets are in
our parish hall, down stairs. Thank
you for taking the time to reserve
your dates. What a very special
way to serve Saint George. May
God Bless your oﬀering.

The empty years of our desires
separates us from our heavenly
homeland, and our love for these
desires, and our habits, clothe us in
ugliness, what the Apostle calls "the
old adam." But, we who are
wanderers in the journey of this life
call out to God for help! We must
divest ourselves of this repulsiveness,
and clothe ourselves with new desires,
and form new habits, and foster a love
for the Coming Age. Through this, we
will learn whether the Kingdom of God
will be heaven or hell.
~ St. Herman of Alaska
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Holy Phosphora
Prosphora is a Greek word
meaning "oﬀering."

"I am the living Bread which
came down from heaven. If
anyone eats of this bread he will
live forever; and the bread
which I shall give is My lesh,
which I shall give for the life of
the world." (John 6:51)

JUNE 2015

$

FINANCIAL
REPORT

Year-to-date Financial Informa on con’t
As of June 1st...
We have received $7,950 of the $17,000 we need for trays & candles
for 2015.

Year-to-date
As of June 1st ...
We have received $41,789 of the
$81,055 we need in pledges for
2015.

In addi on to these dona ons, we have paid oﬀ $5,000 of the $25,000
loan taken for repairs and renova ons a er the 2008 hail storm.
Balance of the loan is now $20,000.
Thank you for your continued support to the St. George Annual Budget

Have you turned in your pledge card yet? If not, please use the one below. Thank you

2015 Pledge form
In thanksgiving to God, I would like to pledge $ ____________ to St. George Orthodox Church for
the year 2015. My pledge will support the operating expenses, ministries, and up-keep of our
beloved St. George. By making a pledge for 2015, I help St. George meet our annual budget which
we voted to increase this year.
I would like to fulll this pledge through donations offered (please circle one):
Weekly

Monthly

Semi-annually

Yearly

Thank you for your generous offering and all that you do for our parish!
The Parish Council is also seeking benefactors who may be interested in offering a donation over
and above their pledge to help pay down our $25,000-leftover from the 2008 hailstorm repairs.
I will also contribute $ ___________ to help pay down this loan.
Name ___________________________________________
(please print)

PLEASE HELP US UPDATE OUR RECORDS

Name _________________________________ Birthday __________ Anniversary ___________
email ______________________ Home phone ( ) _____________ Cell ( ) ______________
Name _________________________________ Birthday __________
email ______________________ Home phone ( ) _____________ Cell (

) ______________

Child Name __________________ Birthday ________ Mailing Address: ____________________________
Child Name __________________ Birthday ________
Child Name __________________ Birthday ________
Child Name __________________ Birthday ________

City _____________ State ____ Zip _______
(Circle your preference for the Chronicle)

Paper

Electronic

Both

Please fill out form and place in offering tray at candle table. If you would rather send an
email, please forward information to: stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com
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the nativity
of St. John
the forerunner

sts. peter
and paul
Holy Apostles’ Fast begins
June 8 through June 28th.
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June 24

Church Office Phone:
(308) 234-6969
Church website:
www.saintgeorgekearney.com

Freely
You Have
Received,
Freely
Give.

FG
Matthew 10:8

We want to know...
Our goals for providing a
parish newsletter are to:
1. to inform
IC XC
2. to educate
NI KA
3. to inspire
We encourage all parishioners
to seek ways to participate in
their parish community.
Your opinions matter. Please
share your comments about the
St. George Chronicle. Let us
hear from you:
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com

June fasting

June 1 - 7, the week following Pentecost, is fast-free. The
Apostles Fast begins June 8th and ends June 28th. During
this Fast the tradi onal fas ng discipline (no meat, poultry,
ﬁsh, dairy products, wine or oil) is observed on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays. Wine and oil are permi ed on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and ﬁsh, wine, and oil are
permi ed on Saturdays and Sundays.
Beginning June 29th, the tradi onal fas ng discipline is
again observed each Wednesday and Friday.

Did You Know?
The length of the Fast is
variable, being determined by
the date of Pascha (Easter). Eight
weeks a er Pascha comes the
Sunday of All Saints. The next
day, Monday, the Fast of the Holy
Apostles begins. The Fast lasts
un l June 29, the Feast of the
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul. In
other words, depending on the
date of Pascha, the Apostles' Fast
can begin as early as May 18 or
as late as June 21. Thus, it may be
as short as eight days or as long
as forty-two days in dura on.

L LL

Please note: articles and photos
for the Chronicle are due on the
20th of the month, prior to the
month of the desired publication.
please submit content to:
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com .
The Chronicle is the monthly
newsletter of St. George Orthodox
Christian Church of Kearney,
Nebraska.

“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26

