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Our Beloved Icons by Subdeacon John Wolf
Our next Icon is The Mee ng of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Of all our
festal icons, this one might be the most liturgical in nature.
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Forty days a er Christ was born he was presented to God in the Jerusalem
Temple according to the Mosaic Law. A er that me as well, his mother Mary
underwent the ritual puriﬁca on and oﬀered the sacriﬁces as prescribed in the
Law (even though it was not necessary for her!). Thus, forty days a er Christmas,
on the second of February, the Church celebrates the feast of the presenta on
called the Mee ng (or Presenta on or Recep on) of the Lord.
In the service of the feast of the
Mee ng of the Lord, the fact
emphasized is that Christ, the Son
and Word of God through whom
the world was created, now is held
as an infant in Simeon’s hands;
this same Son of God, the Giver of
the Law, now himself fulﬁlls the
Law, carried in arms as a human
child.
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Receive him, O Simeon, whom
Moses on Mount Sinai beheld in
the darkness as the Giver of the
Law. Receive him as a babe now
obeying the Law. For he it is of
whom the Law and the Prophets
have spoken, incarnate for our
sake and saving mankind. Come
let us adore him!

UPCOMING
EVENTS
LEBANESE BREAKFAST

Saturday, Oct. 17th
20/40 GROUP AT DENNY HOME

Oct. 18 - “All Things Pumpkin”
FALL BAKE SALE

Nov. 21

In fulﬁllment of the Law, Mary
and Joseph enter the Temple forty
days a er Christ’s birth for the rite.
Simeon appears and Mary oﬀers the
Christ child to him. He holds Christ in his hands, and receives Him like an oﬀering
The Meeting of Our Lord, God and Savior
Jesus Christ icon at St. George Kearney

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

that will be placed on the Holy Altar to be sacriﬁced. This is a
purely liturgical scene. The elderly Simeon is a priest, and he
takes the infant Jesus as though he is taking an oﬀering from
the hands of the Holy Mother, in order to sacriﬁce the Christ
on the Holy Altar - exactly the way that a priest always does.
So, this scene is a statement that Christ came, to be sacriﬁced.
You cannot portray this image diﬀerently. When priests
oﬃciate in church, they wear an overgarment - the phelonion
- with which they cover their hands. This signiﬁes that their
hands are not theirs, because they are lending them to God.
The elderly Simeon therefore receives Christ with his hands
hidden, because he has nothing of his own to say. He will be
doing whatever God tells him. And he will be ministering to
Christ. And in iconography, the depic on of an inclined head
denotes the acceptance of an event. The picture speaks for
itself with the postures that are depicted. Here we have the
elderly Simeon, who was wai ng at the temple for the Christ
to come, so that he could say "Now release Thy servant O Lord
- according to thy word - in peace."
Mary is clearly oﬀering Christ to
Simeon. In addi on, She is
oﬀering Him to be sacriﬁced,
and she is accep ng that event;
because that is the sole reason
Christ came to this world: to
sacriﬁce Himself.
Behind Simeon we see the
Prophetess Anna. She is holding
a scroll in her hand. In some
icons, the scroll is open and we
can read the words “This Child
has established Heaven and
earth.”
Finally, Joseph stands behind
Mary holding the requisite two
doves.
Thus the icon can be
summarized as a depic on of a
shi from the Old Testament Laws (which were given to the Jews by Christ) to the laws of
Christ which will be delivered to His newly established Church. The Mosaic Law was
fulﬁlled at the Mee ng (the puriﬁca on of the Virgin and the sacriﬁce of the two doves),
but we also see a foreshadowing of the new sacriﬁce which we faithful Chris ans
celebrate at each Divine Liturgy. Namely the oﬀering of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ on His Holy Altar.
The en re scene is clearly liturgical in nature, and the connec on between this icon and the Divine Liturgy should
be readily apparent.
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Potluck Mystery Basket Raﬄe

Raffl

e!

PARISH
DIRECTORY

?

We have a parish volunteer that has oﬀered to
put together a much needed, St. George Parish
Directory but we need your help!
In an eﬀort to get all personal contact info
updated, the Chronicle will provide Contact
Informa on forms, during coﬀee hour, for each
family to ﬁll out. Even if you have ﬁlled one of
these out in the past years, we need you to do it
again. (All stored informa on we had was lost
when the old computer crashed with no back-up
ﬁles). You can leave them in the Chronicle tray in
basement, place in oﬀering tray at the candle table
upstairs, or give to Joanie.
Space will also be provided for Birthday, Names
Day and Anniversary dates. Please omit any
informa on you do not wish to have published in
the Chronicle/Directory.
Family Photos were taken, Fall of 2013 by Ma
No e, and although these are not current, the
directory will s ll include these photos for the
publica on. If you prefer to submit your own
photo to use, please send to:
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com
THANK YOU - your help in ﬁlling out these forms
is greatly appreciated.

Thank you.

PLEASE NOTE

Volunteer Opportunities
for all
St. George Parish Members

Please submit content to:
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com
The Chronicle is the monthly
newsletter of St. George
Orthodox Christian Church of
Kearney, Nebraska.

are

Family

Do you like to win prizes? Would you like to
donate your money to a worthy cause? Each
potluck Sunday we will raﬄe oﬀ a mystery basket.
You can buy ckets during lunch and a winner will
be announced at the end of the meal. September's
basket was full of fall home decor and snacks.
Margaret Morris was our basket winner and we
raised almost $250 for the St. George Youth
Group.
If you are interested in dona ng a basket, please
see the sign-up sheet in the parish hall. Also, if you
donate a basket, please talk to the Fundraising
Commi ee (Gerald Rehtus and Sarah Fothergill) to
determine a recipient for the
funds raised.

Articles and photos for the
Chronicle are due on the 24th of
the month, prior to the month of
the desired publication.

WE

Win Bin pick-ups - twice a week, ﬂexible hours and days
Subs tute Sunday School Teachers - star ng in September
Habitat for Humanity building - Saturdays

ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY, NE

3

OCTOBER 2015

st. george

This year, during our annual
collec on for our sister Diocese
of Bosra-Hauran, the St. George
parish family raised $1230!
This money will go toward
food and supplies for those in
need, educa on for children,
medicine, and help for priests
and parishes.
May God
bless all of
you for your
generosity
and giving!

Chronicle
Have an event you would like to share
with your St. George parish family? Do
you have an idea, photo, ar cle, or
cartoon, to be
considered for an upcoming
newsle er?
Or tell Us what you like about the
Chronicle.
We welcome your le ers and
comments - help us to improve
the Chronicle so we can be er serve
you, our readers. Email us at:
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com

***********************

October 13
Joseph Morris

Donations

god grant you
MANY YEARS

To Travis & Ka e Maloley and
Mike & Ronda Maloley on the
birth of their daughter and
grand-daughter Kollins Jean,
born Sept. 17th, 2015

Kollins
Jean
Maloley

October 21
Drew & Sarah Fothergill
October 28
Dr. William & Kathy Suleiman

October 19
Rocky Steinbrink

Our Baby
Congratulations

Anniversary

October 12
Fr. Christopher
Kim Rehtus

October 15
Gabriella Morris

**********

happy

B rthdays
October 3
Tim Shada

“Why do you increase your
bonds? Take hold of your life
before your light grows dark and
you seek help and do not ﬁnd it.
This life has been given to you for
repentance; do not waste it in
vain pursuits.”
~ St. Isaac the Syrian

Gratefully Received
Dona on to the Chronicle from
Franca Fulmer
Dona on to the St. George Sunday
School program from Anonymous
Donor
Dona on to St. George church from
Sara Theoharis
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many
years

In Memory of
Dona on in memory of Janet
Malooley, from Nimir & Margo
Maloley
Dona on in memory of Janet
Malooley, from Wanda Maloley
Dona on in memory of Janet
Malooley, from Josie Awtry

***

May God bless you all for your generosity!
OCTOBER 2015

COMMITTEE UPDATES

ST. HELENA

adies
society
Monthly mee ngs will be the
ﬁrst Sunday of each month (this
is Potluck Sunday).
As a reminder, every woman in
our parish, over the age of 18, is
automa cally a member of our
Ladies Society. Come share your
ideas and help plan upcoming
events. Bring your calendars and
let’s make this a great year for St.
George.
A reminder that our $25.00
annual dues are due now, and
can be given to Tracey Shada.
Please plan now to a end the
upcoming Lebanese Breakfast,
Oct. 17th. Tickets are available
to sell, please help us raise
money for this very fun and well
a ended fundraiser for St.
George. Many opportuni es to
help include se ng up, the
evening before and morning of,
cooking & serving during the
breakfast, as well as helping at
clean up me. Remember,
“Many hands make light work”.

Our
Fall Bake Sale
Nov. 21
St George

BOOKS ORE
Thank you for your support! Your
purchases allow the Bookstore to
purchase new items throughout the year.

UNDAY
CHOOL
We kicked oﬀ our school year
with a Fall Open House on
September 13. We hope you
enjoyed touring our learning
space.
Sunday School will meet each
Sunday with the excep on of the
1st Sunday of each month. Stay
tuned for announcements about
upcoming events.

Women’s

st. george
youth
group
The St. George Youth Group
meets each Wednesday for Daily
Vespers and ac vity me. In
September we collected Win Bin
items for Crossroads Homeless
Shelter. We also went bowling at
the Big Apple and ate dinner
together and enjoyed discussions
related to our faith and lives.
We want to say THANK YOU to
all those who donated money for
the September Mystery Basket.
Also, thank you to Kim Rehtus for
providing dinner in September. It
was delicious!

Bible Study
The new fall year has begun!
We meet, every other Monday, at
4:00. October dates are 12th and
the 26th.
We have chosen “The Seer” as
our latest book to discuss and will
include scripture readings from
the Old Testament, Kingdoms.
Come join us
for a great
study session
and share
your thoughts
as we learn
about the Life
of Prophet
Samuel.
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All ye Saints, Pray to
God for Us
The following is from The Veil, published
by the Protec on of the Holy Virgin
Orthodox Monastery.

Why should we pray to the saints?
Let us ﬁrst ask ourselves: do we
believe in life a er death? Yes. Do we
believe that God hears our prayers for
others? Yes. Then why would we not
ask those who have lived their lives
according to God’s laws, who
sacriﬁced their very lives for their
belief in Him, who are now close to
Him, to pray for us? We ask others
here on earth to pray for us; we assure
others that we pray for them. If we
say that we should only pray directly
to God, then it would follow that we
should not ask others to pray for us,
nor should we agree to pray for them.
Instead when someone asks us to pray
for them, we should answer “pray
yourself, why ask me to pray for you.
God will hear you and answer you. Do
it yourself.” (sounds silly, right?)
Thank God for the saints who
intercede for us!
Some mes, we do not know which
saint to call upon for special needs.
The following par al list may be of
some help to you.
To conceive a child: St. Anna (the
mother of the Theotokos), St.
Elizabeth (mother of Saint John the
Bap st), St. Irene of Chrysovolantou
For safe childbirth: St. Eleutherius
For care and protec on of
baby/children: St. Nicholas, St.
Stylianos
For teens/young adults: St. Demetrius
the Great
For help in marital diﬃcul es: Ss.
Peter and Febronia of Murom
For deliverance from alcoholism: St.
Boniface, St. Aglais
For deliverance from sudden death:
St. Barbara the Great
For travelers: St. Nicholas (sea travel)
St. John the Russian (auto or bus); St.
Niphon of Constan nople

For the Kitchen/home: St. Euphrosynos
the cook, St. Sergius of Radonezh
(baking), St. Spyridon (for making
Prosphora), St. Juliana of Lazarevsk
For deliverance from headaches: St.
Demas of Smyrna
For problems with eyes: St. Paraskeva,
St. Lucia of Sicily
For problems with ears: St. Spyridon
For problems with teeth: St. An pas of
Pergamum
For throat problems or when one is
choking: St. Blaise
For ﬁnding employment: St. Xenia of
Petersburg
For help with studies: The three
hierarchs: St. Basil the Great, John
Chrysostom, and Gregory the
Theologian; St. Sergius of Radonezh; St.
john of Kronstadt; St. Jus n the
philosopher
For Church singers: St. Romanos the
Melodist, St. Theodosius of Chernigov,
St. John Koukouzelis
For Iconographers: St. Luke the
Evangelist, St. Alypios of Kiev-Pechersk,
St. John of Damascus
For spiritual help/consola on: St.
Ephraim the Syrian, St. Alexis the man of
God, St. Seraphim of Sarov
For a peaceful end to life: Holy
archangel Michael, St. Niphon of
Constan nople
For help in distress and poverty: St.
Phanourios, St. Nicholas the
wonderworker, St. John and Almsgiver,
St. John of Kronstandt, St Mar n of Tours
For ﬁnding lost things: St. Phanourios,
St. Anthony the Great, St. Menas the
Greatmartyr
For mee ngs and interviews: St. David
the Psalmist
For healing of sickness: Ss. Cosmas and
Damian, Ss. Cyrus and John, St.
Panteleimon, St. Thallaleus, St.
Diomedes, St. Nectarios (for cancer),
Archangel Raphael, St. Zo cus the
Orphan-keeper
To protect one’s garden: Ss. Cyprian and
Jus na, St. Theodore of Sykeote, St.
Mitrophan of Voronezh
For mental disorders: St. Naum of
Ochrid, St. Anastasia, St. Gerasimos of
Cephalonia
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For endurance in aﬄic ons: St. Job the
much-suﬀering, Forty Martyrs of
Sebaste (especially in cold weather), St.
Pimon of Kiev
For quick tempers/despondency: St.
Tikon of Zadonsk
For Physicians: St. Panteleimon, Ss.
Cosmas and Damian
For hernias and intes nal disorders:
Holy Great Martyr Artemius of An och,
St. Artemius of Verkola
For guileness and simplicity: St.
Nathaniel the apostle, St. Paul the
simple
For protec on of animals: St. Blaise,
St. Mary of Egypt, St. Gerasimos of the
Jordan
For protec on from wild beasts:
Prophet Daniel
For rain in mes of drought: Prophet
Elijah
For workers in hospitals: The Holy
Unmercenaries, St. Dositheus, Disciple
of Abba Dorotheus
For Soldiers: Holy archangel Michael,
St. George the Great Martyr, St.
Barbara the Great Martyr
For mee ng a diﬃcult situa on:
Holy Archangel Raphael, St. David the
Prophet, Psalmist, and King, Ss.
Panteleimon and Hermolaus, St. Julian
the Martyr, St. John of Kronstadt
For newlyweds: Ss. Peter and Febronia
of Muron
For cap ves and court cases: St.
George the Great Martyr, St. Simeon
the God-Receiver
For chas ty and help in carnal
warfare: Holy Martyr Igna os of Athos
Holy Martyr Theodore the Byzan ne,
St. Demetrios the Great Martyr, St.
John the Forerunner, St. John the
Much-Suﬀering, St. Joseph the AllComely, St. Mary of Egypt, St. Moses
the Hungarian
For sleep disorders/insomnia:
The Holy Seven Sleepers of Ephesus
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st. george BULLETIN BOARD
Many thanks
to all who
purchased
raﬄe ckets
for the
September Mystery Basket. By your dona ons,
we raised $244 for the St. George Youth Group.
Glory to God! We are blessed with such a loving
and generous parish. Congratula ons to this
month's raﬄe winner, Margaret Morris.

St. George
Garage Sale was a big success,
and we raised over $1350.00. We
thank you for all of your help and planning.
Items were well organized, tagged and ready
to sell. Thanks to all that came to set-up,
work it and the taking down when over. We
were able to make merchandise dona ons to
Crossroads Mission center and a few nicer
items are s ll being oﬀered for sale on
Facebook, etc.
Mark & Joanie Klein

Come Join Us
for our Annual Fall

To the many parish family members that visited our
Sunday School classrooms during our Open House
in
September. Things we’re really
POPPING with fun
and excitement, and
a joy to see your
support to our St.
George Teachers and
Kids!

lebanese
breakfast
October 17, 2015
7 a.m. to 11 a.m.
ST. GEORGE
Orthodox Church
1505 Ave G - Kearney

Thank you, from
your St. George
Volunteers & Teachers
ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY NE
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Garage Sal

we
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scrapbook

we
had someng
es
very inteprpers!
sho

YOUTH
GRoup

The Elevation of
the Holy Cross
“Before Thy Cross, we bow down in
worship, O Master, and Thy holy
resurrection, we glorify”.
(Hymn of Veneration before the Cross).
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Congratula ons to the VICTORS!
Winners of our annual 2015 Bible Bowl Contest at
St. George Parish Retreat.
OCTOBER 2015
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October FASTING
During this period, the
normal fas ng tradi ons are
observed: abstain from meat,
poultry and
dairy products
on Wednesdays
and Fridays.

midwest orthodox
,
women s retreat
Nov. 13-14, 2015
Abilene, Kansas
Speaker, Fr. Joseph Honeycu
(His funny and upli ing podcasts
are featured on Ancient Faith
Radio: Orthodixie)

how can I help?
The Parish Council is seeking
benefactors who may be
interested in oﬀering a dona on
over and above their pledge to
help pay down our $19,225 loan le over from the 2008 hailstorm
repairs.
Yes, I am willing to oﬀer:
$________________
My Name:
__________________________
Thank you, and may God bless you
for your generosity

Cost: $70 plus lodging. We can
make our own transporta on
and lodging reserva ons so
please sign up in the parish hall
so we can begin making
travel arrangements.
Hope you'll join us!
For more info please see:
Sarah Fothergill or Kh. Anastasia

A Gift for St. George

Year-to-date Giving
for St. George in 2015

$ FINANCIAL
REPORT

As of Sept. 30 - We have received
$70,279 of the $81,055 we have
budgeted for pledges.
As of Sept. 30 - We have received
$14,049.63 of the $17,000 we have
budgeted for trays and candles.
Thank you!

I am commi ed to Stewardship and growth at St. George Orthodox
Church in Kearney, NE. As an expression of my gra tude to God for His
many blessings in my life, I would like to make a dona on to my church.
Please use this dona on for:
__________________________________________________________
I would like my dona on to be in Memory of:
__________________________________________________________
or in Honor of:
__________________________________________________________
Please make my dona on (circle one) anonymous or YES you may use
my name in the Chronicle.
Name _______________________________ Dona on $ ___________
(please print)

Thank you, and may God bless you for your generosity

“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26

