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THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST

The First Witness of the Resurrec�on: St. 
Mary Magdalene
by Dn. George P. Bithos/04 August 2014

July 22/August 4 is the Feast Day of St. Mary 
Magdalene. I believe that Mary is one of the 
most interes�ng of our saints. She is a 
woman of great theological significance, but 
she is not well documented in history. The 
Tradi�on of the Church, gives us a good bit 
to think of concerning this special person.

She carries several “�tles” in 
the Church usage. She is 
known most of all as Mary 
Magdalene. With this, we 
know she came from a town 
named Magdala. This city 
was located on Lake 
Gennesaret (”a garden of 
riches”), which is another 
name for the Sea of Galilee 
or Lake Tiberias. 
Geographically the town 
would be located presently 
north-west of Haifa, Israel 
near the Golan Heights. This 
places her town north of 
Nazareth.

Mary also carries the �tles of “Apostle to 
the Apostles, Equal to the Apostles and of 
course Myrrh-bearer” There is mistaken 
idea that Mary was a pros�tute before she 
met Jesus. This is not true! There is a 
tradi�on that Mary Magdalene led such a 
chaste life that the devil thought she might 
be the one who was to bear Christ into the 
world, and for that reason he sent seven 
demons to torment her. The first �me Mary 
is men�oned in the Gospels is St. Luke 8,1-3; 
Christ freed her from these demons and she 
followed him therea�er. She is considered 
one of the Galilean disciples. We see her 
prominently in the Passion narra�ves. She 

followed Jesus to Jerusalem and was 
steadfast at the foot of the Cross with The 
Virgin Mary standing by Jesus in His darkest 
moments. She figured importantly in the 
post-resurrec�onal accounts. She is the first 
person to see the Risen Lord, whom she saw 
twice, she spoke to Him near the tomb, She 
was the first to announce the Resurrec�on. 
The privilege of being the “first” witness of 
the resurrec�on that was granted to Mary 
by the Lord is something that twen�eth 

century sensibili�es 
need to absorb. In 
the �me of Christ, 
women were not 
considered creditable 
witnesses. They were 
not allowed to give 
tes�mony, only men 
were considered 
believable. Yet to 
Jesus this didn’t 
ma�er. He trusted 
these disciples, these 
women disciples to 
deliver the greatest 
news in the history of 
the world. She had 
seen Jesus die on the 
Cross, seen Him 

buried, seen the great stone set at the door, 
seen the guard posted at the door of the 
tomb, her tears were shed for her teacher, 
she saw a stranger in the Garden, un�l she 
heard a familiar voice call her name. She 
then saw Him resurrected and glorified. Joy 
overcame sorrow! As Jesus instructed her, 
Mary Magdalene found the other disciples. 
She was a member of the inner circle; she 
was trusted by them and when she 
delivered the message, “I have seen the 
Lord” (John 20,18) they did not believe her. 
Jesus had to appear to them and upbraid 
them before, even her friends, would 
believe such news. The other appearances

(continued on page 5)
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         “Since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses [saints], 
let us lay aside every earthly care 
and … run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith …” (Heb. 12:1-2).  

DO YOU have a favorite saint? 
There are so many to choose from! 
The Chronicle would like to invite 
you to share with your parish family, 
a saint that may hold special 
meaning to you.

Guidelines to include with your 
submission:
1. Name of your saint
2. Date of their feast day
3. A photo/icon of your saint
4. Share your personal reflec�on as 
to why the saint is a favorite to you.
6. Biographies are a nice way to 
learn about our saints, but please 
just highlight a few points as to why 
your saint is special to you.
7. If copying material, please include 
the source and if possible, a link. 

Send your submissions to: 
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com 
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...at St. George

3rd 

Entry

  
  

During the last week of 
January, my family and I 
went on our first family 
vaca�on ever.
  On Sunday a�ernoon a�er Liturgy, we packed up and le� for 
Kansas. We drove for a few hours, stopped for dinner, and went 
to our hotel. The next day, we drove to the Holy Archangel 
Michael and All Angels Skete. We spent the day there, helping 
chop and distribute firewood, playing with the cats, and going 
sledding with Fr. Alexii and Lex (his Weiner dog)!
  Tuesday, we drove an 
hour to the Great Wolf 
Lodge in Kansas City, and 
I got a fever on the way. 
When we got to the 
Lodge, I went up to the 
room and crashed on the 
bed. The next few days 
were filled with Magi 
Ques�ng, (an electronic 
magical scavenger hunt 
around the Lodge), candy, 
and swimming (and some 
awesome water slides)! 
The Great Wolf Lodge is 
really fun. I hope we will 
go back very soon.

Please see our February 
issue for info on how to 
submit your entry for a 
future Chronicle newsle�er  .
Your church family wants to 
learn about you and the things 
that you like. 

SURROUNDED BY

A 
Great Cloud

of Witnesses 
...

If one wishes to do something but cannot, in the sight of God, 
Who knows men’s hearts, it is as if he had done it. This principal 
is to be understood as applying both to good and bad ac�ons. 
The mind can do many things, both good and bad, without the 
body. However, without the mind, the body can do neither good 
nor evil; because the law of freedom exists in the mind prior to 
any ac�on.
                                                                         – St. Mark the Asce�c

***

Our Family 
Vaca�on
by Juliana

mailto:stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com
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B rthdays

Donations
Gratefully Received

GOD GRANT YOU
MANY YEARS

May God bless you for 
your generosity!

Dona�on to St. George Orthodox 
Church, in loving memory of E.K. 
Yanney, by Nizar and Michelle 
Wehbi. 

Dona�on to St. George Chronicle 
newsle�er by anonymous donor. 

*********************************************

ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY NE 68847

In Memory of

May 3
Light Kremer

May 8
Levi Hadley

May 9
Margo Maloley

May 11
Elizabeth Morris

May 17
Aaron Kremer

May 19
Henri Kremer

May 22
Cora Kremer

Varthie Eliakis

May 27
Georgia Bakas

May 30
Jackie Shada

happy 
anniversary

May 14
Levi and Amy Hadley

May 18
Mike and Darlene LiaKos

WE GET 
LETTERS . . . 

Dear St. George Orthodox Church,
Thank you all for the many wishlist items 
you donated to us! We are so lucky to be in 
such a generous community. Your 
contribu�on will bring support and stability 
to many individuals and families affected 
by violence. Thank you again!

Sincerely, 
The S.A.F.E. Center Staff, Volunteers, and 
Board of Directors

Thank you to all who served in the altar 
and who chanted during Great Lent, Holy 
Week and Bright Week. It was a blessing to 
be able to a�end numerous services. 
Normally when I arrived, the church is 
already filled with an atmosphere 
of prayer.
Thank you. Glory to God.
Amanda Denny

To Fr. Christopher, our church family, and 
volunteers with the Prayer Ministry for the 
Departed,
With a grateful heart we thank you for your 
prayers during the 40-day memorial in 
remembrance of my brother, Nick Patsios II. 
Mark and I gathered strength knowing that so 
many of you kept us in your thoughts, as we 
grieved his sudden loss. By your prayers, may 
his memory be eternal, and may God grant 
him to eternal paradise.
In Christ,
Joanie & Mark Klein 

Thank you to all of the volunteers 
who helped with the St. Lazarus Day 
ac�vi�es. There were mul�ple people 
who offered their �me, talents, love 
and prayers for this event. Your help 
was a true gi� to everyone who 
enjoyed the day.
In Christ,
Amanda Denny

Thank 
You!

It Bloomed for Pascha! Jenny Bergt stands next 
to the tree in memory of her brother Nick 
Abood, donated by Kay Abood and family.  

Christ is Risen! It’s difficult to say good-bye to the season of Lent with so many 
beau�ful hymns and chan�ng. Many thanks to Fr. Christopher, the altar servers, and 
our talented youth choir for such a memorable Holy Week and Pascha! Our faith is 
truly rich with so many opportuni�es to worship and to “dig deep” for the icky roots 
that keep us from growing in communion. The hard work would not be possible 
without the many sacrifices you all make to provide for these services. 
Thank you!
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Junior 
Youth 
Group 

at Saint

George

On Sunday, April 14th, the youth group 
met for an a�ernoon of fellowship and 
almsgiving. We helped assemble the 
blessing baskets, enjoyed lunch 
together, and sprinkled the town of 
Kearney with our 
love and random 
acts of kindness.

We all found 
ourselves full of 
joy both 

secr
etly 

secretly and openly 
giving to others. We placed encouraging 
notes and gi�s throughout a local park. 

                               

When driving through Sonic, we “paid 
kindness forward” by paying for the 
order from the people in the vehicle 
behind us. 
Both the 
youth and 
the youth 
sponsors all 
commented 
on how much 
fun we all had by 
pu�ng others first 
and doing small things 
to make other people 
feel special. It was such
a joyful experience and
a day we won’t forget!

of Jesus are well documented in the 
Gospels. 

A�er the Ascension and Pentecost, 
Mary traveled from Jerusalem to Rome 
where she announced the resurrec�on. 
One tradi�on concerning Mary 
Magdalene says that she used her 
posi�on to gain an invita�on to a 
banquet given by Emperor Tiberius. 
When she met him, she held a plain 
egg in her hand and exclaimed “Christ 
is risen!” Caesar laughed, and said that 
Christ rising from the dead was as likely 
as the egg in her hand turning red 
while she held it. Before he finished 
speaking, the 
egg in her 
hand turned a 
bright red (for 
more details, 
see Orthodox 
Wikipedia). 
Each �me we 
answer, 
“Truly, He is 
Risen!” we 
should think of 
Mary. A�er many years evangelising 
across the Mediterranean area, she 
travelled to Ephesus where she joined 
St. John the Evangelist and her friend, 
the Virgin Mary, the Theotokos. There 
she died peacefully. During the second 
Patriarchate of St. Pho�os the Great, he 
had her relics transferred to the Queen 
City (Constan�nople).

(continued from page 1)

Source: Orthodox Praxis 

R ISH TC

IS RISEN!

Grace has been given mys�cally 
to those who have been 
bap�zed into Christ, and it 
becomes ac�ve within them to 
the extent that they ac�vely 
observe the commandments. 
Grace never ceases to help us 
secretly: but to do good–as far 
as that which lies in our 
power–depends on us.
                           – St. Mark the Asce�c

Blessed is he who is considerate to the needy and the 
poor. Not even night should interrupt you in your duty 
of mercy. There should be no delay between your 
inten�on and your good deed. Generosity is the one 
thing that cannot admit of delay. He who does acts of 
mercy should do so with cheerfulness. The grace of the 
deed is doubled when it is done with promptness and 
speed. What is given with a bad grace or against one's 
will is distasteful and far from praiseworthy. When we 

perform an act of kindness we should rejoice and not be sad about it. Let us visit 
Christ whenever we may, let us care for him, feed him, clothe him, welcome him, 
honor him, not only at a meal or by anoin�ng him as Mary did, or by giving him gold, 
frankincense and myrrh, like the Magi.

The Lord of all asks for mercy, not sacrifice and mercy is greater than myriads of 
fa�ened lambs. Let us then show him mercy in the persons of the poor and those 
who today are lying on the ground, so that when we come to leave this world they 
may receive us into everlas�ng dwelling places. 

– a Sermon by Saint Gregory of Nazianzes

We visited the police
and fire sta�ons to say
“thank you” and we 
gave them cookies 
and brownies. We then
visited the mall and 
le� “surprise” coins in
the candy machines.

A St. George neighbor enjoyed a yard 
decora�on le� on his porch. 

http://orthodoxpraxis.org/
mailto:stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com


adies   
society  

ST. HELENA 
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st. george BULLETIN BOARD

MONDAY

MAY 
27,
2019

When: Fri. & Sat. June 7th and 8th
Where: St. George Driveway
Time: Friday 3:00 - 7:00 p.m.
           Saturday 8:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Please SAVE THE DATE and plan now 
to help volunteer your �me. Helpers 
needed for se�ng up Friday 
a�ernoon, working both Friday 
evening and Saturday morning, and 
clean up a�er the sale. Thank you! 

Sale will be a FREE WILL OFFERING. 
Dona�ons do not need price tags. 
Receipts for your dona�ons are 
available, see Mark or Tracey for your 
ques�ons.

Proceeds will go toward the “Burn the 
Mortgage Fundraiser”. 

*If you have an expensive item that 
you would like to be priced, we can 
accept a price tag and will keep the 
item in a different area, perhaps the 
front yard. Please let Mark know in 
advance of the item(s) and provide a 
price tag or sign. Please remember 
you are responsible for picking the 
item up, if it does not sell.

Thank 

You!

Garage Sale 2019
Accepting Donations Now!

June 
-

7   th th 
8

Thank 
You!

ST E. GE GOR

You’re Invited!
Gradua�on Open House 

Saturday, May 18th
2:00 - 5:00 pm

413 W 26th Street
Kearney

2019CONGRATULATIONS

Micah Hadley

Thank you, ladies, (and church family) 
for your contribu�ons to the church's 
Lenten “Blessing Baskets.”  Twenty 
families in Kearney were able to enjoy 
a happier Easter because of your 
generosity.  Also, if your family 
collected money during Lent for the 
“Food for the Hungry” boxes, please 
remember to return those to the 
candle table as soon as possible so 
that we can get your contribu�ons 
sent to those in need.
Finally, we would like to encourage all 
ladies to join us for the ladies mee�ngs 
that take place immediately following 
the monthly potluck.  We meet at St. 
Raphael house to share a few minutes 
together discussing ways to encourage 
and support each other and to be a 
light to those in our community.  
Please consider joining us! April - June 2019

Next Next 

Mee�ng
Mee�ng

May 5th
May 5th

They are reques�ng canned 
foods, peanut bu�er, mac and 
cheese, canned meats, pastas, 
and soups. They are also in need 
of soap, laundry detergent, toilet 
paper, and baby wipes.
If your family would like to help 
us fill these needs, please pick up 
a copy of their Wish List, located 
in the basement. 

Big or small, your dona�on 
ma�ers and helps others in need. 
Let’s partner with 
the Salva�on Army 
and Give Hope 
Today! 

The Ladies Society 
has chosen the 
SALVATION ARMY 
as their 2nd quarter 
recipient for the
“Basket of Love”



ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY NE 68847              7              MAY 2019 

ST. GEORGE SCRAPBOOK

We decorated our
own Pascha Candles

St. Lazarus Carnival

Holy Saturday & Bap�sm

Easter Egg 
Hunt

PLINKO!

“With Fear of God, and 
Faith and Love, Draw near”

. . . makin’ memories
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“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26

Volume 5, No. 5, May 2019

The tradi�onal fas�ng from meats, 
poultry, fish, eggs, and dairy products is 
observed on Wednesdays and Fridays.  

Thank you for your 
faithful stewardship! 

FINANCIAL
REPORT$

As of APRIL 29 ... We have 
received$28,643 of the $98,340 
we have budgeted for pledges.
As of APRIL 29 ... We have 
received $8,195 of the $21,000 
we have budgeted for trays and 
candles.

Year-to-date for 2019
ST. GEORGEOUR MAY FASTING DISCIPLINE

The Fundraising Committee

$1188

$90,000

$70,000

$50,000

$30,000
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$5,000
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$2,000

$1,500
$1,000

$500
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$60,000

$40,000

$20,000

GOAL
2019 THANK YOU

FOR YOUR
CONTINUED

SUPPORT

BURN THE 
MORTGAGE

Our Goal

Dona�ons in 2019

Funds needed to
burn the mortgage

$117,000

$1,188

$115,812

$35,000 donated in 2018

  $117,000

$100,000

$108,000

Thank You

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Paschal gree�ng is a custom among Orthodox 
Chris�ans, consis�ng of a gree�ng and response. 
Instead of "hello" or its equivalent, one is to greet 
another person with "Christ is Risen!". The response 
is "Truly, He is risen!" (or "Indeed, He is risen!"). This 
gree�ng is used during liturgical services and 
informally at other �mes, star�ng with the feast of 
Pascha and las�ng un�l Ascension – the period known 
as the Paschal season or Paschal�de. 

THE 
PASCHAL 
GREETING

IC XC
NI KA

~ ~

LLLLLL LLLLLL LLLLLL

Hosted by Saint Peter Church
Fort Worth, Texas
June 19th - 22nd

the fast-free week following Pentecost

Wednesday - Saturday

2019 DOWAMA 
PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE

he T  De av ta eS

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
www.dowamaplc.org   

EST. 1903

Remember 
your church 
family, and 
St. George 

in your 
daily 

prayers.

mailto:stgeorgekearney@yahoo.com
mailto:stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com
http://www.saintgeorgekearney.com
http://www.saintgeorgekearney.com
http://www.dowamaplc.org
mailto:stgeorgekearney@yahoo.com
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