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Our Beloved Icons

Standing with Christ are his
disciples who are witnesses of this
This month’s icon is the Raising of
miracle, a true manifesta on of the
Lazarus. This feast is commemorated
power of God that would bring them
each year at the end of Lent, on the
assurance during the Passion of our
Saturday before Palm Sunday.
Lord.
The icon of the Saturday of Lazarus
In the center of the icon is a person
shows Christ calling His friend to
helping to unwrap Lazarus, who
come out of
represents the crowd
the tomb.
who also witnessed
Lazarus is
the miracle. Some
coming forth
believed, but others
from the
went and told the
tomb s ll
Pharisees and chief
bound in the
priests who con nued
strips of
their machina ons to
burial cloth.
bring about the arrest
His sisters,
of Christ and His
Mary and
death.
Martha are
This miracle is
bowing
performed by Christ as
before Christ,
a reassurance to His
expressing
disciples before the
both their
coming Passion: they
sorrow in the
are to understand
death of their
that, though He suﬀers
brother, but
and dies, yet He is Lord
also their
and Victor over death.
faith in Christ
The resurrec on of
Sponsorship of the Raising of Lazarus icon at St. Lazarus is a prophecy
as the
George Kearney, was oﬀered in Honor and
Messiah and
in the form of an
Memory of the Broughton family.
Son of God.
ac on. It foreshadows
Behind them
Christ’s own
is someone who has followed the
Resurrec on eight days later, and at
request of our Lord and removed the
the same me it an cipates the
stone from the door of the tomb.
resurrec on of all the righteous on
by Subdeacon John Wolf
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(continued from page 1)

humanity is to be kept in view throughout Holy
Week, and above all on Good
Friday. On the Cross we see a
genuine human agony, both
physical and mental, but we
see more than this: we see
not only suﬀering man but
suﬀering God.

the Last Day: Lazarus is “the saving ﬁrst-fruits of the
regenera on of the world.”
As the liturgical texts
emphasize, the miracle at
Bethany reveals the two
natures of Christ the God-man.
Christ asks where Lazarus is laid
and weeps for him, and so He
shows the fullness of His
manhood, involving as it does
human ignorance and genuine
grief for a beloved friend.
Then, disclosing the fullness of
His divine power, Christ raises
Lazarus from the dead, even
though his corpse has already
begun to decompose and s nk.
This double fullness of the
Lord’s divinity and His

“O Christ God, when Thou
didst raise Lazarus from the dead,
before Thy Passion, thou didst
conﬁrm the universal resurrec on.
Wherefore, we, like babes, carry
the insignia of triumph and victory,
and cry to Thee, O vanquisher of
death, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he that cometh in the
Name of the Lord.”

A note from Fr. Christopher . . .

in the parish about their thoughts and desires
about what needs to go into a new hall.
How long it will take un l we can build it, only God
knows! It is a big project to undertake. But many
obviously feel we are being led in this direc on.
While a completed, brand new church hall may be
some years in the future, the ﬁrst step is before us.
In order to build a hall, we need more room. We
need to acquire more property.
The owner of the property north of the parish
house is very graciously willing to sell it to us. Other
things need to be worked out in order to make this
happen, but this is a wonderful opportunity for the
parish, made possible by God's grace and the
owner's graciousness!
These are big plans that will require lots of prayer
and sacriﬁcial giving. But our parish-wide vote has
made it very obvious–this is the direc on our
congrega on wants to go.
Personally, I was most excited to see the
enthusiasm and unanimous support for this from
our young families. In reality, we are doing this for
them and their children, and for our own
grandchildren. May God bless it, through the
prayers of St. George and St. Raphael!
Through your prayers,
Fr. Christopher

Dear Friends,
Near the end of June, our parish came together for
a special vote about a long-term vision we are
considering here at St. George. The vote had been
preceded by numerous commi ee and council
mee ngs, and three presenta ons to the en re
parish.
Right a er the results of the vote were announced,
one of our venerable parishioners asked me if the
vote went the way I wanted. While I am personally
excited about and support the long-term vision, my
honest answer to this ques on is, and always was,
"I will be happy to go with whatever the parish
decides."
The parish has clearly decided. Over 90% voted to
proceed with the ﬁrst step toward this vision.
Those of you hearing about this for the ﬁrst me
might be asking, What is this vision, and What is
the ﬁrst step?
The long-term vision is to build a parish hall next to
the church. This would meet some pressing needs,
two of which are handicap accessibility and more
room for our Sunday School program and
fundraising ac vi es. But before any speciﬁc plans
can take shape, we will meet to hear from everyone
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY, NE
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A BLESSED PILGRIMAGE, part two
As we journey on with Subdeacon Mike and Darlene, I
asked where their pilgrimage began. “Our ﬁrst stop took us
to beau ful northern New Mexico high desert country,
where the Monastery of the Holy Archangel Michael is
located.” This monastery sits on 15 acres, in the foothills of
the Jemez Mountain
Range, in a remote
canyon several miles from
the old village of
Cañones.
Subdeacon Mike had
already visited this
monastery before and
since it is one of his
favorites, he was looking
forward to extending his
stay and sharing it with
Darlene. “When one
thinks of a tradi onal
monastery, this one
would be a good example.” He added, “I would describe
this monastery as a very beau ful and very peaceful place
to be and I would recommend it to any of my parish family
members because of the beauty and quietude it oﬀers. It is
a very humbling place and a er a short me there, you
start to see how insigniﬁcant you really are because of the
beauty and peacefulness.”
When describing a typical day, they oﬀer two services in
the morning and two services in the evening of which
pilgrims are expected to a end. No talking a er the
evening service. The monastery uses a wood percussion
instrument, called a semantron, to summon them and the
monas cs to prayer - ﬁrst service, the midnight oﬃce, was
at 4:00 a.m. When not a ending services, the rest of the
day is spent in reﬂec on and prayer. They had access to the
commons area for reading and prayer. In addi on to this
quiet me, he and Darlene would walk and take short hikes.
The monastery website describes prayer as the essence
of their life. “Since it takes a great deal of spiritual
maturity to abide in constant s llness, we have manual
work as another form of prayer. In being present to our
obediences (tasks), we par cipate in the sanc ﬁca on of
me. Whether making candles, gardening, singing in
church or paying bills, we strive to keep hesychia (inner
calm) alive in our hearts.”

Reunion with our Spiritual Families
of DOWAMA
by Margaret Morris

John and I have been fortunate to a end many
PLCs since our chrisma on into Orthodoxy. We look
forward to catching up on the happenings of the
friends we have made through the years. There is
also joy in knowing that we will meet new people
and become DOWAMA friends.
At the Banquet this year, we had the pleasure of
si ng with Gerald, Kim, Rachael, & Emma. There
were 2 places le and Kim remarked later that she
wondered who God would send to our table?
Ephraim and Tabitha joined us. They had just moved
from the East coast to the Kansas City area and were
now members of Fr. Elias' church, St. Basil the
Great. Following the dinner, John and I spent over
an hour with them and we found out how many
things we had in common. Email addresses were
exchanged and promises of visits were made.
Each year we visit with the many priests that we
are fortunate to know and then we look around and
see the new priests with their families. So many of
them have said how good it is to see all the people
who come to DOWAMA'S PLC.
We certainly like hearing the main speaker, and
a ending the workshops. They host a variety of
ac vi es as well. More than anything though, John
and I have a wider view of our An ochian Orthodox
families in DOWAMA and the world.
As always, our me together comes to a close at
the Divine Liturgy in which all the priests serve with
Bishop Basil. To see the priests lined up in the
center aisle with our dear Bishop Basil, speaks to my
heart that our spiritual family is large and diverse
and how blessed are we who live our life through
Christ and His church.
Please plan now to a end next year’s Parish Life
Conference, June 7 - 10, in Sugarland, TX.
What a joy it would be to have more of our St.
George parish family a end. We hope to see you
there!

(continued on page 9)

He who wants to overcome the spirit of slander, should not ascribe the blame to the person who falls,

but to the demon who suggests it. For no one really wants to sin against God, even though we do all sin
without being forced to do so.”
+ St. John Climicus, Ladder of Divine Ascent
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WE GET LETTERS . . .
Thank you all for listening to our dream, in our
presenta ons, and for vo ng on June 26th.
When we trust in God, and the Holy Spirit, and
our beloved St. George we know that all things
“are possible”.
As we move forward with fund-rasing for a
new parish hall, I ask for your prayers for the
Building & Grounds Ministry, and the Parish
Council that what we do, will always be for the
Glory of God!
By your prayers,
Mark Klein

Thank you so much to Mike and
Ronda Maloley for dona ng their
very generous basket for the
June Mystery Raﬄe - we won!!!
The steaks and hamburgers
were so good and the candy was
gone the ﬁrst day we brought it
home! We feel so fortunate to
be a part of such an amazing
parish.
Love,
Phil, Ashley,
Grace,
Claire and Clay

hank

ou

St. George Parish,
A passerby drove
through the
neighborhood the
other day, and called
to tell me how nice it
is to drive by St.
George and see the
beau ful lawn and
ﬂowers.
“The lights at night,
shining on the
building is such a nice
thing to see!”
Joanie

*********************************************
B rthdays
happy
In Memory of
anniversary

July 1
Virginia Suleiman

July 7
Mark & Sandee Buchman

July 5
Linda Maloley

July 10
John & Theodora Wolf

July 9
Delaney Denny

July 12
Phillip & Ashley Maloley

July 11
Joanie Klein

GOD GRANT YOU
MANY YEARS

July 15
Sidonya Fulton

Please send any additions or
corrections to the editor at
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com
thank you

July 16
Bill Rempel
July 17
William Suleiman
July 18
Drew Fothergill
Amanda Shada
July 20
Beverly Shada
July 22
Dione Steinbrink
Tasia Theoharis

In Honor of
Anonymous Dona on to St. George
Sunday School program , in honor
of Delaney Denny’s birthday
Anonymous Dona on to St. George
Ladies Society, in honor of Virginia
Suleiman’s birthday

ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY NE

Dona ons to St. George Church,
in Memory of Vernon Yanney
from:
Lena, Wayne, and Brenda Yanney
Steve and Linda Steinbrink
Michael and Lore a Kacere
Bob and Shirley Jacob
Terry and Mary Jo Klinetobe
Roxanne and Jay Adams
Tim and Tracey Shada
Dona ons to St. George Church,
in Memory of Marsha Shada
from:
Tim & Tracey Shada
Jim & Kelly Shada

Donations

Gratefully Received
Dona on to the Chronicle from
anonymous donor.

May God bless you all for your generosity!
4

JULY 2016

COMMITTEE UPDATES

st. george
youth
group

St George

BOOKS ORE

Remember Us
for your
Gift Giving Needs

Several of our youth will be
a ending Camp St. Raphael in
July. Please remember our youth
in your prayers.

Women’s

Look what’s NEW

Bible Study

A

-NEW TIME-

B
You’ll be stylin with our NEW
License Plate Holders - 2 styles to
choose from. Frame ﬁts most
standard car license plates.
A - Style one - “2000 years”
B - Style two - “Living the Faith”

your choice
$5.95 ea.
St. George

WEBSITE
Visit Us
Today!

The Women’s Book Study
group will meet Mondays, July
11, 18th, and the 25th, from
2:30 - 3:30 pm, at the Denny
home.
All ladies are invited to a end,
and even if you have not read
the book, please come and
enjoy the informa ve
discussions
we are having
with this
excellent
book, The
Seer, about
the life of
Prophet
Samuel.

Hello Parish Family,
We oﬀer numerous
resources to encourage you
in your Orthodox journey.
Video clips, Ar cles,
Podcasts, Photos,
Weekly Church Bulle n, The
Chronicle Newsle er, and
our Monthly Calendar.

www.saintgeorgekearney.com

Crea ve Arts Winners

You can stay informed
by visi ng o en.

ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY NE
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from St. George

POETRY
2nd grade
Delaney Denny - 1st place
Claire Maloley - 3rd place
3rd grade
Juliana Morris - 2nd place
4th grade
Emma Rehtus - 3rd place
6th grade
Grace Maloley - 1st place
CREATIVE WRITING
2nd grade
Delaney Denny - 1st place
Claire Maloley - 2nd place

Please note
Articles and photos for the Chronicle are due
on the 24th of the month, prior to the month
of the desired publication.
Please submit content to:
stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com
The Chronicle is the monthly newsletter of
St. George Orthodox Christian Church of
Kearney, Nebraska.
JULY 2016

st. george BULLETIN BOARD

Congratulations!

A nniversary
50th

Join us on Sunday, August 7th, to celebrate the 50th
wedding anniversary of John and Margaret Morris.

Grace
Emma R.
Juliana
Delaney
Claire

Immediately following Liturgy, join us downstairs in
the parish hall. Lunch and dessert will be provided.
The en re parish is invited!

Creative Arts
Festival Winners

Celebration

Parish Life Conference 2016
Tulsa, Oklahoma
VBS July 25-28

Thank You
To all of our Teachers, our Moms,
Dads, and Parish family,

If you would like to help by
volunteering to bring snacks or
help with cra me, please see
Kh. Anastasia or sign-up in the
parish hall.

For all of your help and
encouragement in preparing our
entries for the Crea ve Arts
Fes val.

Thank you for considering
your me in oﬀering your gi s to
St George.

A reminder to please give to this project by
suppor ng our Sister Diocese with your monetary
gi . Your oﬀering, small or large, makes a diﬀerence
in the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ,
who have become economic refugees and
con nue to suﬀer such loss.

To the Building &
Grounds Commi ee
for tending to the
Flowers, Shrubs and
lawn at St. George.
They look beau ful!

Sunday - July 24, 2016
ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY NE
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We’re Making Memories

st. george

scrapbook
PLC 2016

PLC 2016 in Tulsa, OK was a ended by the Morris, Maloley and
Rehtus families. Fun me had by all!

How Can
I Serve
My
Church?

CAMP
ST. RAPHAEL

This is Grace and her counselor Camille in the dining
hall. The Camp is nestled in a beau ful wooded
countryside by Tulsa, OK.

In What
Ways
Can I Give
More?

VACATION

What a fun surprise to meet your church
family on vaca on, on our way to Orlando!
Clay and Lucas used the long ﬂight to
catch up on ipad games!!

“Meet me at
my house and
we can make
Baklava for
Yanney Park
Heritage Days!”
ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY, NE
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ST. TIMON SUNDAY - Sunday, July 24
The Feast of St. Timon, patron saint of the Archdiocese of
Bosra-Hauran, is Thursday, July 28th. On the preceding
Sunday, July 24th, 2016, the Diocese of Wichita and MidAmerica will observe "St. Timon Sunday" when DOWAMA
parishes and missions pray for and highlight the history,
ministries and needs of our Sister Diocese of Bosra-Hauran
shepherded by His Eminence Metropolitan Saba.
A er Liturgy, Sunday, July 24th, we will accept dona ons
for St. Timon Sunday; please make check payable to St.
George with message line "Bosra-Hauran".
If you are unable to a end Liturgy on July 24th, please plan
now to give an oﬀering in advance.
Thank you for your con nued support to help St. George
Kearney par cipate in this community oﬀering to our Sister
Diocese.
“The ﬁrst stage of this tranquility consists in silencing the lips when
the heart is excited. The second, in silencing the mind when the
soul is s ll excited. The goal is a perfect peacefulness even in the
middle of the raging storm.”
+ St. John Climacus, Ladder of Divine Ascent

ST. KOSMOS: HATRED IS THE DEVIL’S POISON
Even if we perform upon thousands of good works, my brethren:
fasts, prayers, almsgiving; even if we shed our blood for our Christ
and we don’t have these two loves [love of God and love of
brethren], but on the contrary have hatred and malice toward our
brethren, all the good we have done is of the devil and we go to
hell. But, you say, we go to hell despite all the good we do because
of that li le hatred?
Yes, my brethren, because that hatred is the devil’s poison, and just
as when we put a li le yeast in a hundred pounds of ﬂour it has
such power that it causes all the dough to rise, so it is with hatred.
It transforms all the good we have done into the devil’s poison.
+St. Kosmas Aitolos, The Life of St. Kosmas Aitolos Together with an
English Transla on of His Teaching and Le ers, Translated by Nomikos
Michael Vaporis

ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY, NE
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(continued from page 3)

I was interested in knowing if there was anything he
was surprised by on this visit, and he men oned that
he couldn’t believe how o en the monks would go to
confession. With a sheepish grin, he said, “what could
they possibly be doing that they would need to confess
so much? Like, what’s in their heart when they live in
such isola on?” And poin ng to his head, he
con nued by saying, “like the saints tell us, much of the
ba le is here, in my mind and my thoughts.” He gave
me an interes ng example, “Perhaps at meal me, a
brother monk may be slurping his soup and this sound
triggers a thought in one of his brothers, and that
brother starts to ‘think unkind’ thoughts and possibly
get very irritated with the noise. These thoughts could
grow, and if le una ended, they can become part of
his heart.”
I asked if he could
recommend any ps or
advice to a pilgrim
preparing for a visit like
this? With very li le
hesita on he empha cally
said, “First thing you
should do is unplug all of
your electrical devices.
Try do go for several days
with li le or no talking.
No phone calls. No TV.
No radio. Limit your
The Church Dome at sunset distrac ons and this will
allow yourself maximum
me for prayer and deep reﬂec on into your own
heart.” He also suggested that if you are considering a
stay at the Holy Archangel Michael Monastery, plan to
stay for at least 3 days. This will allow you me to
adapt to the rou ne of the monastery and possibly for
you to develop a new prayer rule. He added, “If you
want to see how far you are in your rela onship with
God, visit this monastery. With so much beauty and
peacefulness, you will be blessed with numerous
opportuni es to pray, reﬂect and look into your own
heart.”
Next stop - Santa Fe, New Mexico and the Holy Trinity
Orthodox Church with Fr. John.

Calling All Kids!

ST. GEORGE VBS 2016
JULY 25 - 28, 12:30 - 3:00
We will oﬀer a Vaca on Bible School July 25 - 28,
2016. Classes will be held from 12:30-3:00 pm in
the St. George Parish Hall. We invite all pre-school
and school-aged children (Ages 3 and up) to
a end!
We will begin each a ernoon with a prayer service
in the church and then move to classrooms for
lessons, cra s, snacks, and games. We will end
each day back in the church with closing prayer.
If you would like to
help by volunteering
to bring snacks or
help with cra me,
please see Kh.
Anastasia or sign-up
in the parish hall.

Thank you!

L LL

“Descend
into your heart,
and there
do battle with Satan.”
- St. Macarius the Great

EST. 19
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Please Remember
St. George and
your parish family
in your daily prayers.

“Do not lay in bed without saying a prayer. Say a
‘Trisagion’ and the 50th Psalm, embrace the icon
of Jesus and the Virgin Mary, do the sign of the
Cross on your pillow and then lie down.”
- Saint Paisios

ST GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH, KEARNEY, NE
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REPORT

As of June 30 ... We have received
$39,672 of the $91,000 we have
budgeted for pledges.
As of June 30 ... We have received
$10,331 of the $19,000 we have
budgeted for trays and candles.
Thank you!

FASTING DISCIPLINE
DURING JULY
The Tradi onal fas ng discipline
of the Orthodox Church is
observed on all Wednesdays and
Fridays of this month. We fast
from meat, poultry, eggs, ﬁsh,
wine, oil, and dairy products.

LL L

Church website:
www.saintgeorgekearney.com

At the me of
darkness, more than
anything else
kneeling is helpful.
+St. Isaac the Syrian

JUST RETURNED
FROM PLC IN TULSA, OK
by Ashley Maloley

Hello St. George Parishioners! We had a
great me once again at the 2016 PLC in
Tulsa, OK. It is fun to get together with
other Orthodox people at our “Diocesan
Family Reunion.”
We have had a great me exploring the
places we go for the PLC - they are not
usual “vaca on des na ons” of ours, but
it is fun to explore the food, culture and
atmosphere in these diﬀerent ci es. At
the Grand Banquet on Friday evening, it is
so awesome to have so many Orthodox in
the same room as we pray together - and
then the Haﬂi which follows the banquet
is always a great me!
What a wonderful opportunity to renew
our faith with the various services, social
gatherings and for sure the Hierarchial
Divine Liturgy on Saturday morning . . . .
all the priests from our diocese serve with
Bishop Basil. I can’t explain what an
incredible experience this is to take part
in a liturgy with an amazing choir and
over 400 other Orthodox faithful.
We enjoyed ourselves very much and it
was really fun to have more from St.
George Kearney a end this year!
Mark you calendars now, for next year
the PLC is in Sugarland, TX June 7-10,
2017. We hope you can make plans to
a end and look forward to seeing you
there!

***

Stewardship is caring for the needs of others. It is oﬀering one's self to God as He oﬀered Himself to us.
Stewardship is what a person does a er saying "I believe..." as proof of that belief.
Incredible support is unleashed from Stewards who unselﬁshly and joyfully oﬀer their me,
talent and treasures, which in turn enhances the spirituality and ministry of the local parish.
“It is by oﬀering our blessings back to God that He will be able to con nue His forgiving,
healing, libera ng, empowering, transﬁguring, loving ministry through the Church. For God,
Inﬁnite though He be, has chosen to work through us, through our gi s, to con nue His
saving work in the world today.”
-FR. ANTHONY M. CONIARIS
“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26

