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LAZARUS SAT. - April 11 
PALM SUNDAY - April 12

HOLY PASCHA - April 19

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION - May 28
PENTECOST - June 7

SAVE THE DATES 

EST. 1903

Word of Consola�on for the Pandemic
by Archimandrite Zacharias Zacharou 

Many people are in confusion and others 
panic because of the threat of the 
Coronavirus epidemic that spread in the 
whole world. I think, however, that this 
should not happen, for whatever God does 
with us, He does it out of love. The God of 
Chris�ans is a good God, a God of mercy and 
lovingkindness, ‘Who loveth mankind’. God 
created us out of His goodness in order to 
share His life and even His glory with us. 
When we fell into sin, He allowed death to 
enter our life again out of goodness, so that 
we may not become immortal in our 
wickedness, 
but to seek 
for a way of 
salva�on. 
Although we 
have fallen, 
God has 
never stopped to provide for us, not only 
material goods in order to sustain our race, 
but He also sent prophets and righteous, 
preparing His way so that He might come and 
solve our tragedy, and bring eternal salva�on 
through the Cross and Resurrec�on of His 
inconceivable love. He came and took upon 
Himself the curse of sin, and He showed His 
love to the end: ‘Having loved His own which 
were in the world, He loved them unto the 
end’ (John 13:1). All the things that God did 
when He created us, when He provided 
goods in order to sustain the world, when He 
prepared His way for Him to come on earth, 
when He came Himself in person and 
wrought our salva�on in such an awesome 
way, all these things He did out of goodness. 
His goodness is boundless. He saves us and is 
so longsuffering towards us, wai�ng un�l we 
‘come to the knowledge of the truth’ (1 Tim. 
2:4) and bring true, repentance, so that we

may be with Him for all eternity. Thus, at 
every stage of His rela�onship with man, our 
God shows only His goodness and mercy, 
‘which is be�er than life’ (Ps. 63:3); goodness 
is His Nature and He does all things for the 
benefit and salva�on of man.

Consequently, when He shall come again to 
judge the world, will a different God judge it? 
Will it not be the same good God, the God of 
mercy and loving kindness, Who loves 
mankind? Let us be certain that we shall not 
appear before any other God than Him Who 
created us and saved us. And so, it is again 
with the same mercy and love that He will 
judge us. For this reason, we should neither 

panic nor waver, 
for it will be the 
same God that 
will receive us in 
the other life and 
will judge us with 
the same 

kindness and compassion. Some fear that the 
hour of their end has come. This plague of 
Coronavirus has also a posi�ve aspect, 
because we have a few weeks from the 
moment it will assail us un�l our end. 
Therefore, we can dedicate this �me to 
prepare ourselves for our mee�ng with God, 
so that our departure may not occur 
unexpectedly and without prepara�on, but 
a�er we have run through our whole life 
each �me we stand in prayer before God, at 
�mes with thanksgiving unto the end for all 
the things God has done for us and at other 
�mes with repentance, seeking the 
forgiveness of our transgressions. Nothing 
can harm us with such a God, Who allows all 
things out of His goodness. We must simply 
keep thanksgiving unto the end and the 
humble prayer of repentance for the 
forgiveness of our sins.

“Let us be certain that we shall not appear 
before any other God than Him Who 
created us and saved us.” 

(continued page 2)
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As for myself, this plague is helping me. I longed to find 
again the prayer I had before, with which I can run through 
my whole life from my birth un�l now, thanking God for all 
His benefits ‘whereof I know and whereof I know not’; and 
also, with which I can run through my whole life repen�ng 
for all my sins and transgressions. It is wonderful to be 
able to run through your life praying, bringing all things 
before God with persistence in prayer. Then you feel that 
your life is redeemed. This is why this situa�on is truly 
helping me. I am not panicking but ‘I will be sorry for my 
sin’ (Ps. 38:18).

We must see the goodness of God in all the things that are 
happening now. The Holy Fathers did see His 
lovingkindness. A similar epidemic occurred in the 4th 
century in the Egyp�an desert, which harvested more than 
a third of the monks, and the Fathers were saying with 
great inspira�on that, ‘God is harves�ng souls of saints for 
His Kingdom,’ and they did not waver. The Lord Himself 
speaks in the Gospel about the last days, about the trials 
and afflic�ons which the world will go through before His 
Second Coming. However, we discern neither morbid 
sadness nor despair in His words. The Lord Who 
prayed in the garden of Gethsemane with a sweat 
of blood for the salva�on of the whole world, says 
that when we see the terrible things that precede 
His Second Coming, we should li� up our heads 
with inspira�on, for our redemp�on draws nigh (cf. 
Luke 21:28). Some tell me, ‘May God extend His 
helping hand.’ But this is precisely the hand of God. 
He desires and works our salva�on ‘at sundry �mes 
and in divers manners’ (Heb. 1:1): ‘My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work’ (John 5:17). This virus 
may be a means that God uses in order to bring 
many to themselves and to repentance, and to harvest 
many ready souls for His eternal Kingdom. Therefore, for 
those who surrender and entrust themselves to the 
Providence of God all will contribute for their good: ‘All 
things work together for good to them that love God’ 
(Rom. 8:28).

Thus, there is no room for morbid dismay. Neither should 
we resist the measures that the government is taking in 
order to diminish the spreading of the afflic�ons we see in 
the lives of so many people. It is wrong to go against the 
authori�es. We should do whatever the Government says, 
because they are not asking for us to deny our faith, they 
are only asking us to take a few measures for the common 
well-fare of all people, so that this trial may pass, and this 
is not at all unreasonable. Some people take it too 
confessionally, they raise flags and play the martyrs and 
the confessors. For us there is no doubt: we shall show 
pure submission to the orders of the Government. It is 
unfair to disobey the Government since, when we fall ill, it 
is to their hospitals that we run and they are the ones who 
undertake all the expenses and our care. Why not listen to 
them?

This is the ethos of Christ that God showed in His life on 
earth and this is the apostolic commandment that we have 
received: ‘…be subject to principali�es and powers, obey 
magistrates, be ready to every good work, speak evil of no 
man, be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness 
unto all men’ (cf. Tit. 3: 1-2); and ‘Submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be 
to the king, as supreme…’ (see 1 Pet. 2:13-17). If we do not 
obey our governors who are not asking much, how will we 
obey God, Who gives us a divine law, which is far more 
sublime than any human law? If we keep the law of God 
we are above human laws, as the apologists of the 2nd 
century said during the Roman Empire which was 
persecu�ng the Chris�ans. It is surprising to see in the 
country where we live, in the United Kingdom, that the 
footballers show such understanding and discernment so 
as to be the first to withdraw from their ac�vi�es with 
docility towards the indica�ons of the Government to take 
prophylac�c measures. It would be sad for us, people of 
faith, to fail reaching the measure of the footballers and 
showing the same docility towards the authori�es for 
which our Church prays.

If they ask us to stop our 
Church services, let us 
simply surrender and 
bless the Providence of 
God. Besides, this 
reminds us of an old 
tradi�on that the 
Fathers had in Pales�ne: 
in Great Lent, on the 
Sunday of Cheese fare, 
a�er the mutual 

forgiveness, they would go out in the desert for forty days 
without Liturgy; they would only con�nue in fas�ng and 
prayer so as to prepare and return on Palm Sunday to 
celebrate in a godly way the Passion and the Resurrec�on 
of the Lord. And so, our present circumstances force us to 
live again that which existed of old in the bosom of the 
Church. That is to say, they force us to live a more 
hesychas�c life, with more prayer, which will however 
make up for the lack of the Divine Liturgy and will prepare 
us to celebrate with greater desire and inspira�on the 
Passion and Resurrec�on of the Lord Jesus. Thus, we will 
turn this plague into a triumph of hesychasm. In any case, 
whatever God allows in our life is out of His goodness for 
the well-being of man, for He never wants His creature to 
be harmed in any way.

Certainly, if we will be deprived of the Divine Liturgy for a 
longer period of �me, we can endure it. What do we 
receive in the Liturgy? We partake of the Body and Blood 
of Christ, which are filled with His grace. This is a great 
honour and benefit for us, but we also receive the grace of 
God in many other ways. When we prac�ce hesychas�c 
prayer, we abide in the Presence of God with the mind in

(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 6)
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Youth Group Update

Center to finish the evening with ice ska�ng.  
Beginners and experienced skaters alike enjoyed 
the �me together.  There were many smiles and 
not too many falls.  

Our youth group met in February to enjoy a 
pizza dinner, followed by IOCC hygiene kit 
assembly at the church.  We all enjoyed dinner 
and conversa�on.  The parishioners at St. 
George had previously offered money at a

We will be missing our �me together in youth group 
because of the Coronavirus, but we have plans to 

con�nue to have ac�vi�es using technology and 
our mail system un�l the pandemic ends.

youth-hosted 
coffee hour to 
buy the items for
the kits.  The 
youth assembled 
20 hygiene kits 
that evening that 
will be shipped to 
interna�onal 
people in 
need.

IC XC
NI KA

We then drove a 
short distance
to the Viaero Event

“We cannot be saved if we love the pleasures of the world.”
              +Elder Paisius of Sihla
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B rthdays
Donations
Gratefully Received

May God bless you for your generosity!

Dona�ons to the St. George Chronicle 
newsle�er from anonymous donor. 

*********************************************

In Memory of

WE GET  
    LETTERS . . . 

April 1
Phil Maloley

April 11
Victoria Salem

April 15
Arlene Patsios

April 16
John Morris

Dona�on to the Saint George 
Iconography project from Jeff and 
Sidonya Fulton in memory of Bob 
Suleiman.

To our dear St. George family,

Thank you to everyone who offered 
prayers for my Uncle Bryce this past year.  
Thank you, also, to everyone who is 
con�nuing in prayer for him, including 
the prayer ministry for the departed.  
Words can't rightly express my gra�tude.  
Your loving prayers are always a gi�.  

With love in Christ our Lord, 
Amanda Denny

April 18
Nikos Theoharis

April 24
Clay Maloley

Claire Maloley

April 29
Nimir Maloley

“If man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor,    
     he too will cry out 
              and not 
                     be answered.” 

 – Proverbs 21:13

GOD GRANT YOU
MANY YEARS

“Prove yourself a god to the unfortunate 
by imita�ng the mercy of God.  There is 
nothing so godly in human beings as to do 
good works.” 
                        

W       hoever we are, 
whatever we are, 
wherever we have 
come to be, even at 
the very edge of the 
abyss, we must never 
let go of the moving 
image of the prodigal 
son’s recep�on into 
the embrace of the 
father, who hugs him 
�ghtly and showers 
him with kisses. let 
our final fall be into 
the arms of our 
Most-Compassionate 
Heavenly Father. . . 

+ Monk Moses of Mt. Athos

– St. Gregory the Theologian

  I. I AM THE LORD
     YOUR GOD; 
     you shall have no 
     other gods before 
     me.

 II. You shall not make for 
     yourself an idol.
 
III. You shall not take the 
     name of the Lord
     your God in vain.

IV. Remember the sabbath
     day, to keep it holy.

  V. Honor your father and 
     your mother.

  VI. You shall not commit 
       adultery.

 VII. You shall not steal. 

VIII. You shall not kill. 

  IX. You shall not bear 
       false witness against
       your neighbor. 

   X. You shall not covet.

The Ten Commandments

All the Saints are our helpers, but above all 
is the Panagia. She has the riches of great 
compassion. She has great love for mankind, 
especially for sinners. For this reason she 
never ceases to mediate to her Son, and 
the Son takes great joy when His mother 
intercedes on behalf of mankind. For this 
reason He brought us His mother and 
granted her to us that we may have her as 
a source of salva�on.
                                     – St. Anthimos of Chios



Chronicle
st. george 

Have an event or announcement 
you would like to share with your 
church family? Perhaps you have a 
photo, ar�cle, cartoon, book review, or 
comment to be considered for an 
upcoming newsle�er?  We welcome 
your content. Email to: 

 stgeorgechronicle@yahoo.com  
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st. george BULLETIN BOARD

Many thanks to our parish family for 
their generous support for March’s 
Basket Raffle. Funds will be used to 
help support our youth that hope to 

a�end camp this summer. 
Congratula�ons - Margaret was our 

winner! 

Hey church family! Start cleaning and organizing 
now, for our St. George garage sale. Coming this 

fall September 11 and 12, 2020.

GARAGE SALE

Friends and family 
joined with ladies 
of St. George to 
celebrate joy at a baby 
shower for Amber & Josh. 

February 23, 2020

We a fun �me
for all! Kids included! 

BASKET
raffle

The Ladies Bible Study Group have chosen to par�cipate again in 
this year’s “Purses for a Purpose” auc�on to support Kearney’s 
SAFE Center. 

They will donate a brand new baby bag stuffed with essen�al items 
for taking care of a new born. Due to the pandemic, this event, 
originally planned for April 3rd, has been postponed un�l a later 
date.
Thanks
Ladies! The SAFE
Center really
loves having
this fun raffle! 

https://pemptousia.com/2020/03/word-of-consolation-for-the-pandemic/
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EST. 1903

the heart calling upon the holy Name 
of Christ. The Divine Name brings us 
the grace of Christ because it is 
inseparable from His Person and leads 
us into His Presence. This Presence of 
Christ which is purifying, cleanses us 
from our transgressions and sins, it 
renews and illumines our heart so that 
the image of God our Saviour, Christ, 
may be formed therein.

If we shall not have Easter in the 
Church, let us remember that every 
contact with Christ is Easter. We 
receive grace in the Divine Liturgy 
because the Lord Jesus is present in it, 
He performs the sacrament and He is 
the One imparted to the faithful. 
However, when we invoke His Name, 
we enter the same Presence of Christ 
and receive the same grace. Therefore, 
if we are deprived of the Liturgy, we 
always have His Name, we are not 
deprived of the Lord. Moreover, we 
also have His word, especially His 
Gospel. If His word dwells con�nually 
in our heart, if we study it and pray it, if 
it becomes our language with which 
we speak to God as He spoke to us, 
then we shall have again the grace of 
the Lord. For His words are words of 
eternal life (John 6:68), and the same 
mystery is performed, we receive His 
grace and are sanc�fied.

Furthermore, each �me we show 
kindness to our brethren the Lord is 
well-pleased, He considers that we did 
it in His Name and He rewards us. We 
show kindness to our brethren and the 
Lord rewards us with His grace. This is 
another way in which we can live in the 
Presence of the Lord. We can have the 
grace of the Lord through fas�ng, alms 
giving and every good deed. So, if we 
are forced to avoid gathering in Church, 
we can also be united in spirit in these 
holy virtues which are known within 
the Body of Christ, the holy Church, 
and which preserve the unity of the 
faithful with Christ and with the other 
members of His Body. All the things we 
do for God is a Liturgy, for they 
minister unto our salva�on. The 
Liturgy is the great event of the life of 
the Church, wherein the faithful have 
the possibility to exchange their li�le 
life with the boundless life of God. 
However, the power of this event 
depends on the prepara�on we 
perform before, through all the things 
we have men�oned, through prayer, 
good deeds, fas�ng, love for neighbour, 
repentance.

Therefore, my dear brethren, it is not 
necessary to make heroic confessions 
against the Government for the 
prophylac�c measures that it takes for 
the good of all people. Neither should 
we despair, but only wisely machinate 
ways so as not to lose our living 
communica�on with the Person of 
Christ. Nothing can harm us, we must 
simply be pa�ent for a certain period 
of �me and God will see our pa�ence, 
take away every obstacle, every 
tempta�on and we shall again see the 
dawn of joyful days, and we shall 
celebrate our common hope and love 
that we have in Christ Jesus.

(continued from page 2)
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